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AMETH is the first definitive biography of Doreen Valiente (1922 â€“ 1999), an English Witch who

became known as â€˜the Mother of Modern Witchcraftâ€™. Based on the authorâ€™s work collating

her artefacts, interviewing people who knew her, reading and researching numerous personal

magical documents and correspondence bequeathed by Doreen, this book gives unparalleled

insight into her magical life. Evocatively recreating the atmosphere of post-1951 British Witchcraft,

following the repeal of the Witchcraft Act, the author explores Doreenâ€™s magical journey-

including her initiation and relationship with Gerald Gardner. The reader is guided on a journey from

the 1950â€™s through to the early 1970â€™s as she worked and interacted with Charles Cardell

and the Coven of Atho, Robert Cochrane and the Clan of Tubal Cain, as well as the Regency

coven. Ameth chronicles the whole of Doreen Valienteâ€™s colourful and varied life. It emphasises

her fight to establish Pagan rights, and her subsequent role as one of the leading spokespersons for

the Pagan revival from the 1960s until her death in 1999. Through her own published books and her

contribution to the work of Janet and Stewart Farrar, she reinforced her position as one of the most

significant and influential priestesses of the twentieth century. Her research to find Dorothy

Clutterbuck may have saved the credibility of modern Witchcraft, and took her towards what was

arguably the height of her achievements, her contribution to the foundations of the rapidly growing

religion of Wicca.As an author, priestess, researcher and pagan spokeswoman, Doreen Valiente

occupied a unique position in leading the resurgence of magic, perhaps best exemplified by her

creation of the Wiccan Rede â€“ â€œan it harm none, do what ye willâ€•. Possessed of a fiery spirit

and willingness to challenge dogma in her search for truth (the meaning of Ameth, her witch name),

Doreenâ€™s tireless quest serves as an example of the power of the human spirit to accomplish

transformation on a major scale.
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AmethMost of the Pagan world knows her as Doreen Valiente. Mother of Modern Paganism and

Midwife to modern Wicca. Born in the south English town of Surrey to Edward Dominy, a civil

engineer , her birth name was Doreen Dominy. Raised in a strict catholic background Doreen began

having magical experiences as young as 12 or thirteen. One of her first spells involved protecting

her mother from a co worker ago was constantly harassing her. The black crow would follow the

employee around until she finally quit her job. Doreen would also ride around the street on a

broomstick and have mystical experiences while staring at the moon. This disturbed her parents to

no end so they enrolled her in a catholic school. Doreen left as soon as she could.While in her

young adulthood Doreen was constantly interested in the occult and studied heavily the Golden

Dawn. So Inteense was her interest that she was able to get her hands on rare Golden Dawn books

and pamphlets that only initiates had access to. She was known to haunt used bookstores to hunt

down rare tomes.The second worl war changed life for Europeans in general. It was during the

second world war that she met and lost her first husband. His body was never found. It was also the

world war that the witches were called upon to perform magic to stop Hitler's aggression . Also

involved was Gerald Gardrner and Cecil Williamson.After the world war Doreen would eventually

become involved with Gerald Gardner and become initiated in his coven. She would later part ways

with him over his excessive publicity stunts and reckless behavior. While Gerald's book of shadows

had lots of Crowley material and other borrowings. Doreen would totally rewrite it.
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